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power. «Let two scales @f a balance, for in- 


stance, be equipoise, a bodyithrown into 
either, brings down the one into”which it is 
cast, its r ance is impossible, for it is es- 


sentially passive: but our soul is active, it 
obeys, or resists according to its will. We 
should not, however, form erroneous notions 
of the motives which actuate our souls. Ima- 
gination should not so far impose upon us, as 
to have us compare the motive with the body 
which acts with all its weight upon the other. 
A motive is an idea, feeling, or consideration, 
which wakes up in the soul; it is something 
spiritual. . A motive for acting is not the ac- 
tion itself, Between the light of the under- 
omndiag eee the resolution of the will there 
is a mce, and how often does it happen 
that by a contradiction, which proves our 
moral liberty, our practice differs from our 
improvements in theory?’ » 
» Here we see how groufdless is the objec- 
tion, that our ideas proceed from our senses, 
our determinations from our ideas, and the 
reducibility of all to a physical organization. 
We know that the soul, which is an acting 
and reflecting substance is not like an instru- 
ment, whose cords can be stretched, and 
which, after the play of the various muscles 
and nerves has stirred up in it certain.sen- 
sations, and through them, certain ideas, has 
the faculty. of comparing, combining and duly 
appreciating them. 

us in one sense, it is passive, as a mu- 
sical instrument, but in another, it is essen- 
tially active. Necessity is in numerous in- 
stances, to be found on the side of liberty, and 
hence the illusion which, through want of re- 
flection, induces people to confound and iden- 
tify both. One, or two examples will illu- 
strate our assertion. The colours which we 
see, the sounds we hear, the odours we in- 
hale, the external impressions made on our 
various organs excite irresistible sensations 
in the soul. So far we are impelled by ne- 
cessity. The feeling of hunger, or thirst, 
which is so oppressive to us, the joy, or grief 
we frequently experience, the desires, which 
agitate us, the indeliberate and rapid emo- 
tions which influence us, we are ready to al- 
low, are not free; yet the moment arrives 
when necessity ceases and free will begins. 
Qn these very impressions the will exercises 
its authority. It controls instead of being 
coerced by them—lIt is their sovereign, not 
their slave; the organs of the body are its 
ministers, not its masters: they may rebel, 
yet cannot destroy its sovereignty; their re- 
volt prestipposes its influence. We prompt- 
ly distinguish between impressions which are 
theveffect of necessity and those which arise 
from choice.. Thus in the first moment of 
battle, the most er warrior may be, as 
he often is, seized with an involuntary shud- 
dering; yet he knows whatduty and honor 
expect from him, and therefore marches to 
thefight with a determined courage. 

In themmidst of a ey concert, man 
has saey.® desire of g itout, but 
a thought suddenly strikes that he has a 
certain duty to perforr e reflects, and 
through choice sacrifices’ pleasure to duty. 
How easily, .how feelingly distinguished are 
those various affections, and how readily can 
man distinguish between actions which are 
correctly termed free and those which are 

! 


not so: ' 
Man undoubtedly, in general, loves good: 





he seeks and desires it, as the "Galy term of 
his hopes, the o: bject of his happiness. 
Were God, the Sovereign Good, to appear to 
us, he would by his irresistible attractions 
draw us to Him, and swallow us, as it were, 
in the ocean of his grandeur and glory. Our 
thirst for knowledge would be fully satisfied 
by the visible presence of Deity, who is Truth 
Himself; our love would then feast upon the 

ossession of God, who is Beauty Supreme. 

t is then that in a fixed state of full know- 
ledge and perfect happiness, we would be no 
longer free. On earth, however, it is not so. 
We see all things through a misty medium, 
yes, we see now through a glass in a dark man- 
ner, but then, would we behold him, face to 
face. Although reason shews that virtue is 
the only true good, yet we do not always feel 
an actual pleasure in following her direction. 
She frequently requires a sacrifice, which is 
painful to nature, and although pleasures are 
flitting and false, they have still their charms, 
which attract and captivate their votaries, 
while Truth, in many points of view, displays 
her luminous beauties, and yet she is but too 
often enveloped in clouds of darkness. Hence 
it is that though the understanding, as well as 
the will, has always some desire to gratify, 
yet no particular good necessarily hurries us 
into action, and therefore it is that we inces- 
santly have recourse to deliberation and to 
choice, wherein the very essence of liberty 
consists. 

Constitution, natural inclination, and habit 
exercise a certain YWHF over the creature, 
man; but that sway is far from being of an 
absolute character, and we should therefore 
form a correct estimate of it. Thus, let us 
grant that some are, owing to a peculiar or- 
ganization, more inclined to pleasure, idle- 
ness, or anger,—allow that they are born 
with certain dispositions, and truly peculiar 
qualities, which constitute, as it were, the 
ground work of their mind and character, 
and that inveterate habit has stamped on their 
souls certain impressions, which, it is ex- 
tremely difficult to obliterate, and which well 
known circumstance has given rise to the re- 
mark that, habit is a second naturé ; let us be- 
hold individuals, in some respects reasonable, 
but, in others, tormented"by the most fanciful 
and painful impressions, which they cannot 
remove, as was the case with Malbranche, 
Pasehal and a thousand others; let us 
contemplate many of our fellow beings, who 
are victims to the various kinds of manta (and 
what: hospital in Europe, or America does not 
contain too many such?) yet, let it be under- 
stood that we do not expect to find free will 
in madmen, or in fools, for the question turns 
on man in as much as he has reason, and the 
use of all his faculties, under all such circum- 
stances then, nothing can be more remote 
from our. ideas than to assert that constitu- 
tion, inclination and habit are irresistible. 
These, it is true, can weaken moral liberty, 
but cannot destroy it. We do maintain that 
education, good example, n, and espe- 
cially religion, can enable man to conquer 
the violence of his inclinations, passions and 
habits. This, however, is not the place to 
specify the moral miracles which religion by 
her divine graces, promises and threats can 
perform; we shall merely remark that in an- 
cient and modern times, thousands of exam- 
ples bear witness to the innate independence 
of the soul and the indestructible buoyancy 









of its nature amidst the angry and tempesty- 


to sink and destroy it. 

Plant a tree with a certain inclination, #t 
will not of its own accord assume’ an erect 
posture: an atmospheric stone when it dnée 
falls upon our earth, will not ascend to’jt 
former region; a river will not flow back'to- 
wards its source; for all such things are sub- 
ject to mechanical influence. Between them 
and man there is no parallel. If he be not 
independent of physical causes, he isnot car- 
ried wig | by them, for, he is animated by an 
Active Principle, by the power of reason and 
of will, which are superior to all such.causes, 
and obstruction® How frequently do'we not 
see the inveterate slaves of pleasure tearing 
themselves from the magic-circle of sin, and 
independently, nobly rushing into the service 
of temperance, virtue and religion! Does 
not such a change, almost miraculously dis- 
play their sovereign liberty and the superio- 
rity of their souls over the servitude of habit 
and the senses? Are not a Magdalen, and 
an Augustine splendid proofs. of the fact? 

The numerous annals of nations furnish 
unanswerable proofs of the triumphs which 
reflection and religion have gained over rebel 
nature. We shall select one—et “ab uno 
disce omnes””—Who was more choleric, impe- 
tuous, and profligate in his desires than the 
Duke of Burgundy, the pupil of the illustri- 
ous Fenelon? Left to himself he might have 
become a monster of vice and out-heroded 
Herod, but fortunately for our present pur- 
pose, for himself and humanity, a Catholic 
Fenelon took him in charge, and by the gen- 
tle insinuations, the good example, but parti- 
cularly the heavenly religion to which that 
good and great man resorted and of which he 
was a shining light, he softenedsdoWn the ti- 
ger-like character of his royal pupil, rectified 
his heart and was thus, in the hands of God, 
instrumental, in calling out of the darkness of 
that heart a virtuous sun-light which promis- 
ed France a long day of prosperity and glory. 
Reason, therefore, assures us that there is no 
motive, no private good, no natural inclina- 


and that, therefore, man is a free agent since 
he can make a choice, and 'that he is free in 
his actions, as they are the result of that 
choice. 

[To BE CONTINUED.] 


-naae. 


Twelve Lectures on the Subject of the Prophe- 
cies relating to the Christian Church; beimg 
a Portion of the Lectures founded at Lincoln’s 
Inn Chapel, of the late Bis Warburton, 
by Epwarp Pearson, D. D. Master of Sid- 
ney College, Cambridge, and Christian Ad- 
vocate to that University. 1811,—Continu- 
ed from Number 22, page 176. 


But as Homer ‘sometimes nods, 60 Dr. 
Pearson sometimes dreams. The preceding 
Lectures have little accordance with the judg- 
ment = in the sixth, séventh, 
eighth. In the perusal, we are ineli 
think that he wrote those which we have 
commended, to prove his own good sense; 
and those, which we must now consider, ‘to 
shew deference to the prejudices of his foun- 








der. A respect for his merit shall soften out 


ous waves of temptation that were raised up , 


tion, which irresistibly compels us to action, - 
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censure. The Catholicon, we trust, while it 
corrects the errors, will ever touch the fail- 
ings of an amiable and respectable man with 
a soft and indulgent hand. Our author adopts 
the common dreams of the Babylonish party 
im his dissertation on the seventh chapter of 
Daniel, and the thirteenth of the Apocalypse. 
For instance: 

Dream I. “ With respect,” says he, “to 
the particular word, or title which was meant 
to be designated by the number 666, I see no 
reason to reject the received interpretation, 
i,e. the word Latin, as expressed in Greek 
characters, or the word Roman, as expressed 
in Hebrew.” We see great reason to reject 
it. Several ingenious authors have employed 
their leisure, of which doubtless they had 
abundance, on this subject. Their specula- 
tions have applied this number with equal 
confidence, and, as they thought, with equal 
probability, to Dioclesian, Mahomet, Luther, 
Croniwell, and Napoleon Bonaparte; and 
have made them all Antichrists in their turn. 
Nay, we will venture to assert, that aided by 
the choice of numerals from two, or three al- 
phabets, a very little ingenuity would fix this 
title of Antichrist on the head of Dr. Pearson 
himself.- What proves any thing, or every 
thing, in our judgment, proves nothing. It 
is all a vision of the night. 

Dream II. relates to the thirteenth chapter 
of the Apocalypse. JI beheld another beast 
coming up out of the earth, and he had two 
horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon; 
and he doeth great wonders, and he causeth all 
to recewe a mark on their right hand, or on 
their forehead, and no man might buy or sell, 
save he that had the mark of the beast. A man 
who is awake and sober, might well wonder 
what distinct indications of popery and its 
imputed@..corruptions, the learned: lecturer 
could discover in these mystical expressions. 
But his eye is now in a fine frenzy rolling. 
Favete linguis: and let our inspired sybil 
speak for himself. ‘‘ This vision, I think,” 
says he, ‘ ought to be thus explained: The 
beast here spoken of is the Romish Church. 
A horn is the emblem of power: and one of 
the two horns of this beast denotes the tem- 
poral, or secular power of the Church, the 
other is spiritual. In confirmation of this 
idea, it may be sufficient to observe that the 
Popes were accustomed-to have two swords 
carried before them, in order to denote these 
two powers: that ecce duo gladii was at one 
time their mott@j"and thet the advocates of 
the Romish Church lay great stress on its 
claims to these two powers and to two swords 
as the emblem of them.”? He then considers 

Whe Pope as a quadruped, and proceeds to 
€at fish with as little ceremony and decency 
as ifhe really were one, To our uninspired 
intellects this is any thing but sufficient to. 
convince us that Pius VII. ought to be clas- 
sed among horned cattle. If Dr. Pearson 

. had produced tegtimony confirmed by an oath 
half as long } oath of supremacy and ab- 
ration, th Joseph Banks had sent to 
Rome a on Of the Royal Society, or 







.. fitleast Dr. Reece and his apothecary, who 


} 


1, depi 
ero 


Ces Mrs. Southgate; and that the said 
titi had ascertained by ocular and man- 
evidence, that before the 14th of March 


» 1800, the head of Cardinal Chiaramonte ex- 
hibited ‘no extraordinary protuberance; but 
two excrescences of a substance resemb- 
Ming*horn, ‘at’ least twelve inches long, had 


since sprouted out of his occiput; and that 
they had him eating hay in the stable 












therefore clearly and »circumstantially desig- 
nates'the Pope. Quod erat demonstrandum!! 





of the Vatican, or grass on the banks of the} This r Yipnldiave been ob- 
Tyber;..we might repos® some faith in the | jectionab: it been presented illu- 
phenomenon. But such assertions, support-|stration, Hee of the text of Dani but of 
ed by such reasoning as the learned doctor | those words of a comic poet: “ Pspeak 
thinks sufficient to affirm the metamorphose, |of dreams, which are the c of vain 


are quite sufficient in our estimation to prove, 
that our apocalyptic lecturer is dreaming. 
He then discharges against the Church of 
Rome-and its supposed corruptions, a whole 
park of staunch Protestant artillery, which 
our popish apathy neither much feels, nor 
much regards. He has had the address to 
introduce in this bombardment one new piece 
of ordnance of his own invention, which. may 
be aptly called the Pearson Rocket. But to 
drop the metaphor: Vo man might buy, or sell, 
says he, means the Latin, or Roman language 
in the Popish liturgy! But his modesty pro- 
poses this suggestion with hesitation, for fear 
of stretching the metaphor too far. This is 
unquestionably stretching the most elastic 
metaphor to its utmost latitude; but it does 
not at all outstretch the stretchings of either 
Mr. Mede, or Mr. Faber. We do not know 
with what gravity of countenance the foren- 
sic pleaders of Lincoln’s Inn can hear scrip- 
tural cases so arguéd and determined; but 
we must confess that this grave and solemn 
identification of buying and selling with the 
Pater noster, Ave, Credo, and Confiteor, or the 
Latin article hic, hac, hoc, relaxed the critical 
rigidity of our features into a smile; we look 
upon it as an undeniable instance of interpre- 
tation run mad, and one of the many indica- 
tions, that the art of lecturing against popery, 
has made a coalition with the kindred arts of 
dreaming, or doting. 

Dream III. is a long and soporific prosing 
on the seventh chapter of Daniel. A dose, 
quantum suffictt of this lecture, would cure 
the most obstinate énsomnium. We must 
therefore excuse ourselves from following the 
lecturer through ‘aif the doublings and wind- 
ings of his somnambulism, lest we, or our 
readers should catch his distemper. We will 
endeavor to extract and condense’ the quin- 
tessence of his meaning. The little horn 
mentioned by the prophet designates the 
Pope. Which axiom is proved thus. The 
prophet describes the horn as having eyes like 
a man. Now every body knows that the 
Pope is a bishop, ‘which means overseer. Er- 
go, the Itttle horn, designates the Pope by 
his title. The horn has a mouth speaking 
great things. Now every one has heard of 
the thunder of Vatican bulls, interdicts, ex- 
communications forsooth, and so forth. ~ Er- 
go, the horn, designates the Pope by his of- 
fice. Again, the little horn is described as 
making war on the Saints of the Most High, 
and as changing times and seasons. Now itis 
notorious, that the Pope is the arch persecu- 
tor of Protestant saints; that the Pope has 
(he might have said) changed the times of 


phantasie; that is; as thin of substaiite as of 
air.” The only commendation which we can 
bestow on this precious specimen’of critical 
acumen is of a negative and relative kind. 
It is not more foolish than the generality of 
Babylonish interpretations, One would wil- 
lingly imagine, that this is not the substante 
of a sermon seriously preached by a learned 
Cantabrigian doctor, but the ravings of Mrs. 
Southgate, or William Huntington, sinner 
saved, who had usurped the honours of the 
Christian advocate’s gown and pulpity’ It 
would perhaps be a difficult question to de- 
cide whether such commentaries ‘are more 
nearly allied to pathos, or to farce; but we 
have no hesitati@m in declaring them to be a 
licentious abuse and a shocking degradation 
of the holy scripture. Unguided by the un- 
erring doctrine of the Catholic Church, and 
led by the whimsies of fancy, or’ fanaticism, 
an interpreter may turn the letter of the 
scripture into a nose of wax. We could ea- 
sily retort the whole passage in question on 
the head of that Church, which Dr. Pearson 
admires, if our respect for the Bible did not 
forbid the impertinence and profaneness of 
imitating his example. The perusal of such 
nonsense excited in our minds no othér feel- 
ings than those of pity, or disgust: and as 
such cant is certainly unentitled to the honor 
of a refutation, we are impatient to dismiss 
the subject. We shall, therefore, notice only 
one more of our lecturer’s dreams. 

“« No passage,’ says he, “‘ of what are cal- 
led the epistolary parts of the New Testa- 
ment ought, strictly speaking, to be called a 
prophecy at all.”? The Catholic, who is a 
member of this indefectible Chureh, which 
an apostle calls “the pillar and ground of 
the truth” —the Catholic who “ with faith un- 
feigned continues in the things which he has 
learned and been assured of, knowing of 
whom he hath learned them”—the Catholic 
who, “ holding fast the form of sound words, 
refuses profane and old wives’ fables, and op- 
positions of science falsely so called, and 
endless genealogies which minister questions 
rather than godly edifying which is in faith” 
—the Catholic who observes that his Charch, 
unchanged, has in every age seen héfesies 
rise and fall in perpetual fluctuation, and who 
in these times sees such a variety of new and 
ephemeral religions, and hears so much vain 
babbling about Babylonian Rome, popish An- 
tichrists, and other spurious fables, engender- 
ed. by fanati¢ism, or hypocrisy, calitiiotyadmit 
the sweeping generality “of this ‘assertion, 
while he remembers that remarkable passage 
of St. Paul’s Second Epistle to Timothy, 


the calendar from the old to the new style,| For the time will come, when will not en- 
and appointed festivals and saints’ days; and | dure sound doctrine, but after ther own desires 
that the Pope has changed the divine laws, teachers having 







by introducing the worship of saints and ima- 
ges, by teaching that faith may be broken 
with heretics; that “‘ earthly power can give 
us a silence to commit sin, or absolve us from 
guilt committed.” Sed expression in the 
mouth of an rr rotestant!) 








it) 
iain, the little horn, designates res. 
age condu "hota 


his actions, and conduct. The little 
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and Warbu 
lete, we shal 
instance of its formal accomplishment. 





' heap to 

ue ns Oe db shall tur.away thew 
‘and shall be turned to fa- 
v. We are decidedly of 
. Paul here delivers a formal 


in Lectures have grown obso- 
be 


prophecy, and | Babylonian Commentaries 


at no loss to pomt out an 
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"This is but_a short sketch of the extrava- 
gancies of the Warburtonian school: but per- 
haps amply sufficient toutey the patience of 


our readers. “ As fools rush iggwhere an- 
gels fear to tread,” we do conde: it possi- 
ble that am ignorant enthusiast, whose learn- 
ing extends #® further than spelling the Eng- 
lish translation of the Bible, and whose igno- 
rance is surpassed only by the confidence of 
his presumption, may work his imagination 
into a belief of these absurdities. A mind so 
constituted” is incapable of seeing difficulties 
where they really exist, and may be led by 
the cunning of imposture into any extrava- 
gancies. But the wonder is, how any man 
of education and learning, and still more how 
the master of any college in Cambridge, and 
Christian Advocate to that university, can 
deliberately write and gravely preach, in a 
London pulpit, and before an assembly of 
eminent lawyers, such puerile nonsense, or 
such doting trumpery. We can truly say 
with Bossuet, that as far as‘our intercourse 
with society has extended, we have never 
met with 9 Wattostant of much sense, or any 
learning, who did not make light of these Ba- 
bylonish interpretations: and we know that 
many, and among the rest (as we have shewn) 
Bishop Warburton and Bishop Hurd, in 
their private intercourse and correspondence, 
make a mockery of them. But though they 
had too much sense to be the dupes, from 
motives more obvious than justifiable, they 
were willing to be propagators of the delu- 
sion among the ignorant and weak, the cre- 
dulous and superstitious members of the Pro- 
testant communion. We shrewdly suspect 
that the Babylonish preachers and Warbur- 
tonian lecturers are placed in the same pre- 
dicament, as was in pagan times the college 
of Augurs: of whom Cicero, the master of the 
said college, we might say Pagan advocate 
and Warburtonian lecturer to that vampid 
and vapid institution, archly says, that no two 
augurs could keep their countenance, when- 
ever the trumpery of their tenets became the 
subjectof conversation. Our Warburtonian 
lecturers either believe the nonsense which 
they preach and publish, or they do not. If 
they believe it, they are the most portentous 
instances of credulity and superstition, and 
we are fully authorised to apply to them those 
words of St. Paul, 1 Tim. vi. 3. Jf any man 
teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome 
words, the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
to the doctrine which is according to godliness, 
he ts , knowing nothing, but doting about 
questions, and strifes of words, whereof cometh 
envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, perverse 
disputings of men of corrupt minds, and desti- 
tute of the truth, supposing that gain is godli- 
ness: from such withdraw thyself. If they be- 
lieve it mot (and how is it possible they 
should?), then they come within the descrip- 
tion of impostors, speaking lies in hypocrisy, 
having thetr conscience seared. They are the 
sordidtools of imposture; they wantonly pro- 
fane the Holy Scripture; they injure Chris- 
tianity; and authorise the infidel to treat all 
religion with the profaneness of Becule d 
sport of contempt. With how @iuch e 
utility to the public, and credit to themselves, 
might their great talents be employed in ex- 
posing the folly, detecting the errors, explod- 
ing the imposture, and shaming out of coun- 
tenance the scandalous impiety of this cun- 
ningly devised fable of Protestant superstition, 








or Protestant fraud, which with sypockery of 
religion they are hired to promot 

In the time of religious phrensy and fac- 
tion, their zealots, ‘dealers in pious frauds 
and pious injuries,” and who, as Lord Cla- 
rendon says of Archbishop Abbot, “ consi- 
dered the Christian religion no otherwise than 
as it abhorred and reviled popery; and valued 
those men most, who did that the most furi- 
ously,” might reconcile their ductile con- 
sciences to the practice of the Babylonish 
fraud, from its tendency to excite prejudice 
and hatred against the Catholic Church. But 
now when the fraud is detected and pretty 
generally admitted; when the employment of 
so much interpretational industry and inge- 
nuity has only been weaving Penelope’s web; 
when so many volumes of absurd commenta- 
ries have only produéed as many more of so- 
lid refutation, within the pale of their own 
communion; when every attempt of their seers 
to prophesy has proved abortive and eventu- 
ally provoked the public contempt and deri- 
sion; it is surely time for them to feel com- 
punction, for their having so long endeavored 
to “‘lead people by the nose” (as Thorndike 
expresses it); and if they cannot prevail upon 
themselves to make reparation for the past, at 
least to shew amendment for the future. They 
may with decency let the expiring fable die 
in peace; they cannot attempt to prolong its 
existence without disgrace. 


[TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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Erratum.—Our readers will be pleased 
to correct in the last Number of our Paper, 
under the head or THE SacraMeEnts, twelfth 
line, centre column, page 177, the following 
expression—Order of Matrimony. It should 
be—Order and Matrimony. The abbreviat- 
ed and (&) was mistaken for the word, of. 
About two hundred and fifty copies had been 
struck off before we noticed the error, which 
was corrected in the subsequent copies of the 
same Number. 





The numerous and harmonizing varieties 
of the Catholic Church may, perhaps, be well 
compared to all the glittering glories, and 
grand unity of design so strikingly pourtray- 
ed in the Planetary system. Hence the Reli- 
gious Philosopher may well exclaim with the 
Royal Psalmist, “all ye works of the Lord, 
bless the Lord, praise him and exalt him for- 
ever.” 





The Sun is the grand centre, the great 
soul, the animating and regulating principle 
of thousands of subordinate worlds imparting 
life and vigour and stability to the physical 
universe, as the Infallible Church of God, 
with which Christ the Saviour, is to remain 
until the end of the world, communicates “the 
true light,” and gives to each particular 
Church, religious order, or Institution, its 
peculiar office, and prescribes limits and re- 
gulates the duties assigned to it, for the ho- 
nor, the glory of God and the promotion of 








man’s salvation. The same Eternal Wisdom 
which is seen in the countless, yet associat- 
ing systems of the physical world, is also trac- 
ed in the diversified and if correctly examined, 
in the subordinate, distinct, and Juminous 
spheres of the Catholic world. The-venera- 
ble Pontiff, the successor of St. Peter, the 
vicegerent of Jesus Christ who is the Sun of 
Righteousness, directs and animates all in 
and through the Eternal Word by whom all 
things are made. 

There are undoubtedly many Institutions, 
as well as many tenets in our Church, which, 
to those who are not perfectly conversant 
with her wise economy, appear inconsistent 
and strange, and which, like the Blessed 
Redeemer himself, occasionally serve as a 
stumbling block and a rock of offence. These 
have been cruelly and perniciously distorted 
by the cunning of men, whose short sighted 
policy it is to vilify not only them, but the 
Church, which is “ the pillar and ground of 
Truth,” in order to palliate their own enor- 
mities, and realize their horrid schemes. 

We feel grateful, however, to the God of 
Unity and of Truth, that, notwithstanding the 
machinations of the enemies of the “ one 
faith” and the “ one fold,’’ Catholic light is 
rapidly spreading in a land of freedom which 
is so congenial to its prompt and vigorous de- 
velopement, and that when even “ a solitary 
ray of divine light falls” upon the moral, in- 
telligent and generous mind which is “ open 
to conviction,” it almost invariably stimiplates 
that min@ into a laudable ardor of Marning 
and embracing the truth, as it is in Jesus. 

The following letter from a respectable 
correspondent, may be given as an instance 
of our assertion, and as we have obtained his 
permission to “‘ make what use of the con- 
tents of this letter,” we “ please,” we ac- 
cordingly take the liberty of inserting it, with 
such an answer, we trust, as may prove 
somewhat satisfactory to him, and to some of. 
our friends, while we at the same time regret 
that the other articles of the present Number 
and the size of our paper will not permit us 
to treat the subject, on which he seeks infor- 
mation, as extensively as we could wish 
We shall, however, resume this interesting” 
subject, at a subsequent period. 


Betrast, Maine, Dec. 21, 1829. 
GentLEmen—Having been favored, by the 


civility of one of your subscribers, with the pe- 
rusal of a few Numbers of your paper, I have 
imbibed a curiosity (to say th ) to make 


some further inquiries relative to the: doc 
trine and usages of the Catholic Church. ; 
Possessing (as I most earnestly wish to) 
mind open to conviction of the truth T must 
confess, I do not ‘find it difficult to discover 
in your investigations and disclosures, rela>’ 
tive to the doctrine you advocate, ideas alto» 
gether foreign to preconceived notions, Hav-, 
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ing, until lately, been deprived of correct 
sources of information on the subject, the 
feelings I entertained towards Catholic cus- 
toms and usages were any thing but friendly, 
and if I fell short of Saul in my persecutions, 
it was for the want of opportunity and influ- 
ence; and further, if, like him, I am favored 
with a solitary ray of divine light to assist me 
in groping my way through this labyrinth of 
error, I shall consider it the most fortunate 
oceurrence of my life, and attribute it, as a 
special indulgence of Him, who is the dis- 
penser of “‘ every good and perfect gift’” 

There is yet, one subject among others, 
peculiar to Catholics, my knowledge of which, 
if it be correct, leads me, irresistibly to very 
unpleasant deductions. Allusion is had to 
convents, nunneries, or places of seclusion, 
and the motives, necessity, propriety and 
character of their inmates. Having ascer- 
tained myself, in error, in some particulars, I 
am unwilling to entertain my present opinion 
respecting them, for I can assure you that 
my instruction on this point, has led me to 
form very I associations. On this 
subject, therefore, I wish to inquire, and I 
hesitate not to believe, that a full and candid 
explanation of the why’s respecting it, will be 
read with interest by very many of your sub- 
scribers. If in thus troubling you, I have 
trespassed too far on your goodness, I must 
plead in extenuation, my motive, and rely on 
your kindness for absolution. 

Iam requested to say, by some of your 
friends, that “‘ you are at liberty to make 
what use of the contents of this letter you 
please.” 


I am, Gentlemen, respectfully, ty &e. 
.PLA. 


Siné@writing this, I have entered my name 
on your list of subscribers, per Mr. C. 


In relation to the earliest notices of a re- 
tired, religious life, far removed from the busy 
and sinful haunts of men, we find that Judith, 
the glory of Israel, was, under the Jewish 
dispensation, one of the most illustrious in- 
stances. 

Holy Writ informs us that “ she made her- 
self a private chamber in the upper part of her 
houge, in which she abode, shut up with her 


_ maids. And she wore hair-cloth upon her loins, 


and fasted all the days of her life, except the 
Sabbaths, and new-moons, and the feasts of 
And she was exceed- 
ingly beautiful, and, her husband left her 
great riches, and very many servants, and large 
possessions of herds and oxen and flocks of 
sheep. And she was greatly renowned among 
all, because she feared the Lord very much; 
neither was there any one that spoke an ill word 
of her!””—Here then we have a satisfactory 


'View.of a religious, female society, under a 


regular superior, who had recourse to pen- 
aiice; or, in other words, to fasting, prayer, 
continence and mortification of the body. She 
feared the Lord, because it was the beginning 
of wisdom; she loved the Lord and therefore 
did'penance, actuated, no doubt, by a strong, 


a heavenly desire to regenerate her body, 
because she knew that all flesh hath corrupted 
us ways, and thus, and by spiritual exercises 
to improve and purify her soul, in the strong 
hope of one day seeing and glorying in the 
Messiah who had come as a light to the reve- 
lation of the Gentiles and for the glory of his 
people Israel, in a word, to work out her sal- 
vation with fear and trembling. 
From the wickedness of that same Israel, 
the Great Prophet who afterwards drove in a 
chariot of fire into the regions of bliss, found 
himself obliged to retire to the banks of the 
Jordan, where with a few followers he sub- 
sisted on herbs and roots and the water of the 
running stream.—We shall not dwell longer, 
therefore, on the antiquity and utility of such 
a practice previous to the life time of the Sa- 
viour of Mankind. There is every reason to 
believe, however, that had not Elijah retired 
from the abominations of mankind, and devot- 
ed himself exclusively to the service of his 
God, he would not have been thus transcend- 
ently honored, nor become so miraculously an 
exception to the universal family of Adam. 


We read that the Holy Baptist preached in 
the desert of Judea, and that he was foretold 
by Isaias the prophet, who said—A voice of 
one crying in the desert: prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make straight his paths,—and that 
John himself had his garments of Camel’s hair, 
and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his 
food was locusts and wild honey.”” He saw the 
necessity and of course the propriety of this, 
as did Judith and Elijah, for, he was certain 
that in the wicked ways of the world salva- 
tion was hard to be found, he knew the object, 
the design of the Almighty in the formation 
of his creatures, namely, that they may know, 
serve and love him in this life to reign with 
Him in everlasting glory in the next, and he, 
therefore, adopted such means as were best 
calculated to fulfil the object of the Great 
Creator. At length the Messiah came, he 
confirmed the doctrine and conduct of his ho- 
ly maternal cousin, who exclaimed to the 
Pharisees and Sadducees of his time, “ Ye 
brood of vipers, who hath showed you to flee 
from the wrath to come. Bring forth, there- 
fore, fruit worthy of penance.” When the 
God man raised His voice he thundered out 
His woes against the world on account of its 
iniquities, and declared that the Devil, the 
world and the flesh were leagued against 
man’s eternal happiness—He commanded his 
disciples to hate the world and the. things that 
are of the world. He informs us, that the 
Devil goeth about like a roaring lion, seeking 


doth it profit a man if he were to gain,the 
world, but lose his, o soul? He Himself 
led a retired life, | ed the ways of the 









world, and the 1 anathemas which he 





hurled against the self righteous Pharisees, 
who by their canting hypocrisy and long and 
whining prayers; while they scrupled not to 
feast themselves and families upom the sub- 
stance of the widow and the orphan, (see St. 
Matth. 23rd chap.) imposed upon the gene- 
rous credulity of the people, may not, per- 
haps, if our liberal friends will read the en- 


- | tire of the Chapter alluded to, and look around 


and reflect, be altogether inapplicable to the 
Scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees of the 
Nineteenth century, who strain out gnats and 
swallow camels, and persecute by lying ca- 
lumnies and wilful mistatements every thing 
connected with His Church, as well as the 
Church herself, as did their spiritual ances- 
tors our Saviour God himself. 

The one said that he was possessed of a 
Devil; the other, that his church is damna- 
ble and idolatrous! 

By the demoniac malice of Pharisaic man, 
according to divine prediction, the God-man 
suffered, and yet every day confirms the truth 
of the heavenly oracle, that the Holy Ghost, 
whom He would, as he did, send, would es- 
tablish His Church in all truth. Founded as 
she was upon a rock, he still protects her, as 
by his kind promise he is bound to do, in so 
much, that “ the gates of hell’ (slander, false- 
hood, heresy and infidelity) ‘ shall never pre- 
vail against her.” Numerous were the per- 
secutions, various and refined were the tor- 
tures, which the disciples of a Crucified God 
had endured—Thousands of the faithful were 
obliged to flee to the mountains, caverns and 
deserts, to adore their God in spirit and in 
truth. They formed themsélves into distinct 
and religious communities, and employed 
their time in manual, or intellectual -labour, 
voluntary mortification and pious exercises. 
But as we will, shortly, specify the principal 
religious Institutions and the peculiarities of 
each, we shall, for the present, confine our- 
selves to the female religious community 
which was founded by St. Ursula. 


About the middle of the Fifth Century, 
when the Pagan Saxons devastated the king- 
dom of Britain, many of its inhabitants flew 
for refuge into that part of Gaul then called 
Armorica, but subsequently Little Britain, 
Saint Ursula, accompanied by a band of pious 
virgins was in the number of those holy Pil- 
grims, who left their native homes, with the 
view of establishing a convent in a foreign 
land, wherein they could devote themselves 
to perfect seclusion from the. world, and to 
the of training up female 






children (who were afterwards to become mo- 
whom he may.devour, and He asks, what)thers in society) in the solid principles of a 


moral and religious, and of course, highly 
useful education. She and her female com- 
panions, however, fell victims to the extermi- 
nating ferocity of the Huns rather than sub- 
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mit to the infamous rites and abominable 
practices of Heathenism. ae 

To commemorate the heroie virttles, to imi- 
tate, as far as practicable, the edifying exam- 
ple, and to perpetuate the grand design of 
that intelligent, and pious little society, nu- 
merous establishments have been founded 
throughout the Christian world. We read 
that an Ursuline Institution was formed in 
Italy, in the fear 1537, approved by Pope 
Paul the 3rd, in 1544, and declared a Reli- 
gious Order under the Rule of St. Augustine 
by Pope Gregory the 13th, in 1572, at the 
solicitation of St. Charles Borromeo, who 
was the first founder of Sunday Schools. This 
useful Institution presents a counterpart to 
the Society of Jesus, which is the most intelli- 
gent, best informed, and most philanthropic 
body of Men in the whole range of civiliza- 
tion; and who are the models of excellence, 
and the terror of heresy, infidelity and crime. 
' These nuns make the three vows of perpe- 
tual chastity, voluntary poverty, and passive 
obedience—vows, so incompatible with the 
corrupt dictates of the flesh, the world and 
the arch fiend, the rebel against God, that we 
can easily conceive how a Disciple of this 
Antichristian alliance can find an inferest in 
defaming such institutions as require their 
observance. 

As reasonable beings they ascertain the ob- 
ject of their creation, and as religious indivi- 
duals, they most effectually adopt the means 
whereby that object can be realized. What 
@ consistent, noble, divine Philosophy! 

By the vow of Chastity, they forever re- 
nouncejin thought, word and deed, every car- 
nal pleasure; and that they are obliged to keep 
a vow, voluntarily and knowingly made, when 
sanctioned by morality and which has God 
for its end, may be inferred from Deuterono- 
my, 23rd chap. 21, 22, 23 verses. “‘ When 
thou hast made a vow to the Lord thy God, 
thou shalt not delay to pay it; because the 
Lord thy God will require it. And if thou 
delay, it shall be imputed to thee for a sin. 
If thou wilt not promise, thou shalt be without 
sin. But that which is once gone out of thy 
lips, thou shalt observe, and shalt do as thou 
hast promised to the Lord thy God, and hast 
speken with thy own will and with thy own 
mouth.” In Psalm 75, verse 12, we read the 
words,— Vow ye and pay to the Lord your 
God.”—In Ecclesiasticus, chap. 11, verse 21, 
it is said— Be stedfast in thy covenant, and 
be conversant therein and grow old in the 
work of thy commandments.”So much for 
“the necessity” of performing our vows. 
Now the question is as to “ the propriety” of 
such vows. Jesus Christ himself was not 
married, as we stated in the triumphant vic- 
tory which we gained on a late occasion over 
a Disciple of the Reformation-school; neither 





was St. John the Baptist, St. John the Evan- 
In fact, according to the 
testimony of St. Peter, as recorded by St. 
John, it is proved that such of the Apostles 
as had been married, had left all and followed 
their Master: the practice of modern protes- 
tant would-be ministers and missionaries being 
to the contrary notwithstanding. The ser- 
vice of God being, therefore, as imperative 
on woman as on man; when she thinks pro- 
per to dedicate her life to Him, and feels her- 
self called by the Almighty to an exclusively 
religious state, she finds more than sufficient 
authority to dispose of herself as her discre- 
tion may suggest, and her piety inspire. She 
knows that her Church, so far from discoun- 


gelist, or St. Paul. 


salutary exercises than the world can be, it 
would seem to follow that such a life for 
those who “ receive it,”’ is most congenial to 
happiness in time and eternity. Howaccep. 
table voluntary poverty, or the renouncing of 
the goods and possessions of this world is to 
Almighty God, may be proved by the con- 
duct of our Blessed Redeemer, who had not 
a place, whereon to rest his adorable head; 
of the Apostles who gave up the little, the all 
they had had and then lived in common; and 
finally, from the remark of our Incarnate 
God to the young man in the Gospel, as men+ 
tioned by St. Matthew, chap. 19. v. 21—« If 
thou wilt be perfect, go, sell what thou hast 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 


tenancing marriage, actually considers it as| treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 


a Sacrament, and that it is honourable in all, 
except in those who are otherwise, as above 


stated, prevented by their vows. 


ple.” 


She is con- 
vinced that the prohibition of marriage which 
in 1. Timothy, 4 chap. 1 and 3 v. is called 
the doctrine of Devils, is not, cannot be ap- 
plicable to herself, or to her Church, and that 
it solely bears upon the Gnostics, Encratites, 
Marcionites, Manicheans and other heretics, 
who looked upon marriage and the use of 
Meat as proceeding from “the Evil Princi- 
She knows that St. Paul gives a de- 
cided preference to celibacy, when in 1 Cor. 
7. 28. he remarks, “he that giveth his virgin 
in marriage doth well; but he that giveth her 
not, doth better ;”? and she feels satisfied that 
the heretics of a falsely named Reformation 
and those of the present day, have strenu-, 
ously endeavored to distort to their own sen- 
sual purposes, every text that represents the 
practicability of continence. Hence the immo- 
ral, perjured, profligate Luther, (which word, 
in the Greek, mysteriously signifies a wild 
beast let loose, Avw I loose, Ong a wild beast) 
afler he had left his convent, thus writes, 
‘“¢ Whilst I was religious,”’ (says he) “I ob- 
served chastity, obedience and poverty; and, in 
short, being wholly disengaged from the 
cares of this present life, I wholly gave myself 


This doctrine is, unfortunately, as unpalata- 
ble to wife-loving, and fortune-seeking parsons, 
as it was to “‘the young man,” who “ went 
away sorrowful.” 

The Doctrine of passive obedience, concern- 
ing the pernicious tendency of which rebelli- 
ous heresy is so clamorous, was inculcated 
by God Himself on our first parents, and what 
an awful penalty was inflicted on the world 
for their violation of it! We read of the ad 
vantages of passive obedience in the conduct 
of Abraham, Moses and thousands besides? 
Our Divine Redeemer came upon earth to do 
the will of his father; we learn from the Holy 
Scripture that he had been subject to his mo- 
ther and adopted father. The blessed virgin 
Mary was in consequence of her humility 
and the abundance of grace with which the 
Almighty favored that celestial virtue, raised 
to the wonderful dignity of the “ Mother of 
God.” 

The religious soul sees in the person of 
her superior a representative of Heaven, and 
knowing that order is heaven’s first law in 
Church and State, and that every soul must 
be subject to higher powers, for, those who 
resist the higher powers, resist.the ordinance 
of God, and as such purchase unto themselves 
damnation, she promises to obey her in all that 


up to fasting, watching and prayer.” This! is not sinful. She acts consistently with the 


and much more of that horrid reprobate can 
be seen in the Wirtemberg Edition of his 
Works, vide Galat. 1. 15. tome 5. fol. 251. 2: 
and as if heaven obliged him to publish his 
ewn infamy and shew that his Reformation 
should be termed Deformation, he acknow- 
ledges that he had so far lost this “ gift,”’ af- 
ter he had abandoned the Catholic Church 
and become a moral outlaw, that he could not 
See his Dis- 
course De Matrim. tom. 5. fol. 119. 1. Now 
fasting, watching and prayer are the most 
effectual means of salvation and are equally 
important to man and woman, lest they enter 
into temptation, therefore, as a retired, a re- 
ligious life is much more favorable to such 


possibly live without a woman. 


injunctions of the Holy Spirit, who says in 
Ecclesiasticus, 32 chap. 24 v. ‘ My son, do 
thou nothing without counsel; and thou shalt 
not repent when thou hast done.” 

Such then is a brief outline of “ the mo- 
tives, necessity, and propriety” of establish- 
ing houses for the religiougscommunity of St. 
Ursula. But this is not all. ‘The hours which 
these pious Ladies do not devote to actual 
prayer, are most usefully employed in instruct- 
ing the female children of the rising gener@- 
tion, in the various branches of a solid, reli¢ 
gious and accomplished education. Deeply 
versed in the various departments of litera-. 
ture and social duty, their minds are richly 
stored with all that is necessary to be know®? 
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by the young princess down to the hymble,|fernal master.’ The host, whom they have 
ever at their disposal, are immediately armed 


. . with weapons worthy of the employer in 
They themselves instruct the pupils who whose service they are 


e 
, ; slander, and blasphemy.” Truth is forced to 
Morality the most imposing, piety the most |hide her head, and her faithful adherents 
edifying, a maternal tenderness the most in-| must for awhile sit down in silence, covered 
teresting, a plan of education the most ef- with ignominy and disgrace. 


female cottager. 


are committed to their charge. me 


fective, and talents highly cultivated are all 
combined and exerted in forming the minds, 
improving the hearts, imparting gracefulness, 
dignity, ease, and every social and religious 
lustre to the female child, who may be fortu- 
nate enough to be a pupil of so valuable a 
Society, and who may be destined to become 
a mother, on whose correct, amiable and en- 
lightened precepts the happiness of a husband, 
of children and of a nation at large, may ul- 
timately depend. 





To the Editors of the “ Jesuit.” 


GeNTLEMEN,—The invidious aspersions 
which the Conductors of the ‘ Protestant,” 
a newly published periodical in New York, 
have thrown out against us Papists, as they 
term us, who compose not only the great ma- 
jority of the Christian world, but, even in 
these United States, form perhaps the largest 
body of any denomination of Christians hold- 
ing the same religious tenets, have, I hope, 
excited feelings of indignation and contempt 
in the breast of every honest Protestant, into 
whose hands the effusions of these calumnia- 
tors have fallen. For ourselves, we have so 
long been accustomed to be treated with mis- 
representation and slander, that they have al- 
most ceased to produce any other eilect upon 
us, than that of affording us an opportunity of 
bearing practical testimony to the purity of 
our faith, by fulfilling the most difficult of its 
precepts, in pitying, forgiving, and praying 
for the enemy that stabs us. Our feelings, 
indeed, for the moment, may be hurt, on see- 
ing ourselves and our religion held up as ob- 
- deserving of the detestation of mankind. 

ut these painful sensations quickly subside, 
and are at the same time succeeded and re- 
compensed by a conviction, which darts with 
intuitive evidence upon the mind, that our 
faith, which its adversaries dare not attack 
with reason and argument, but only with 
falsehood and abuse, is that faith which was 
once for all delivered to the Saints, and against 
which the powers of hell shall not prevail. 

Truth, like the Deity, from whom it ema- 


tobe rendered amy thing but amiable, must 
be belied, must be fagisrepresented, must be 
blasphemed. Suffered fés. traverse the world 
in her native simplicity and\air of majesty, 


Truth would command the willitgg homage of| upon my mind, either of the divinity, or su- : ‘et ‘ 
aay, — perior excellence of such a system and its|@ll nations, baptizing them in the name of the 


Should I be impressed with any | Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 


the earth; even the savage on out frontiers 
would betray the throbbing sympathye.of his 


ed—deceit, 


Whoever is acquainted with the annals of 
the Christian Church, knows that such has 
been the fate of Truth and her followers, at 
least in some portion of the globe, in every 
age since the first establishment of Christia- 
nity. The writings of the first apologists and 
fathers of the Catholic Church bear ample 
testimony, that the adversaries of the true 
faith were actuated then by some spirit, as are 
the modern opponents of truth, by a spirit of ca- 
lumny, envy and malice; that they employed 
the same weapons, and gloried in the service 
of the same master, the father of lies. In 
one point, I must,own, the similarity will not 
hold good. The heathen persecutors of Ca- 
tholics, while they used all their efforts to be- 
lie the faith of Christians, candidly acknow- 
ledged them to be peaceable and good neigh- 
bours, and edifying examples of charity. But 
the modern advocates of error, not content 
with belying the tenets of our faith, flatly 
deny to us every kind of virtue, and represent 
us as wretches sunk to the very lowest de- 
gree of vice and immorality. To their ca- 
lumnies they add the most consummate im- 
pudence and pharisaical hypocrisy.—While 
the charges, which they pour forth from the 
pulpit and the press, to vilify us and our re- 
ligion, manifest the spirit which influences 
them to be as opposite to the spirit of the 
Christian religion, as darkness is to light, 
they claim for themselves exclusively the ti- 
tle of genuine orthodoz children of Christiani- 
ty, and favourite sons of heaven!! With ve- 
nom on their tongues, and their pens dipped 
in the gall of bitterness, they boast of their 
meekness and brotherly love, and loudly pro- 
claim charity to be the principle that ever 
guides their heart and their hand, Good 
God! what a mockery of religion! ‘ By their 
fruits ye shall know them.” 

Had I been brought up in the superstitions 
of Paganism, or in the profoundest ignorance 
of all religion, and made my first aequaint- 
ance with Christians among the adversaries of 
Catholics; what would have been my senti- 
ments upon comparing their actions with their 
professions? ‘To hear them on one day boast 
of the divine origin and sublimity of their sys- 
tem of religion, a religion breathing nothing 
but the purest spirit of love and charity, and 
to witness them on the next day, or perhaps 
in the very same breath, traducing, vilifying, 
and calumniating the great majority of those 
who believe in Christisnity, should I, do you 
think, feel any thing like conviction working 


followers? 











heart, and confess himself a captive to™mer 
charms. Bespatter her then, cries the infe 
nal adversary of truth, hide her beauty from 
the searching eye of mortals, ‘misrepresent 


her with all the odious aspersions that slan- 
der can heap upon her, or she will leave me 
hot a subject, or adorer among men. The 
cry is eagerly caught by his agents, who are 

too prompt and ready to execute, and 
Sometimes anticipate, the orders of their in- 













while either 


That such would be the effect which the 
effusions of the calumniating spirit of our ad- 
versaries would produce in an infidel, I en- 
tertain not the least doubt. In ourselves, 
though these effusions tend to lower us in the 
estimation of many of our fellow countrymen, 
who, either voluntarily, or involuntarily, are 
the dupes of ignorance, prejudice, or hypocri- 
cy, yet they excite scarcely any other senti- 
ments than those of pity and charity for our ca- 
lumniators, a stronger conviction of the truth 
of our religion, a more ardent attachment to 
its practices and tenets, and a more grateful 
sense of its blessings ‘and consolations. For 
it is with our religion as with our individual 
character. As we cannot have a clearer 
proof of the integrity of our character than 
when our enemies, in order to lessen it, are 
obliged to have recourse to the arts of mis- 
representation and lying, so we cannot have 
a more striking conviction of the truth of our 
religion, than when we behold its adversaries, 
in order to lower it in the estimation of man- 
kind, and to prevent its progress, call in the. 
assistance ofthe father of lies, and asperse it 
with the blackest calumnies.—I remain, Gen- 
tlemen, by the grace of God, 

A ROMAN CATHOLIC. 








THE TRUE CHURCH. 





CHAPTER VIII. 


OF THE SACRAMENTS. 





[CONTINUED FROM NO. 22—pPaGe 177.] 





Of the Causes of the Sacraments. 
5..Catholics admit four causes, viz) the 
material, formal, efficient and final. The 
matter of the Sacraments is a sensible object; 
the Form is that power of signifying and pro- 
ducing grace—which a sensible object de- 
rives from the institution of God—as we have 
shewn in our last paper.. The efficient, prin- 
cipal Author of the Sacraments, is God. ‘The 
end for which they were instituted, is our 
Sanctification. They were instituted for the 
purpose of conferring on us sanctifying grace 
—which they signify. This last position our 
adversaries deny. They assert, that the Sa- 
craments were instituted to excite in us faith, 
by which we are justified. This is false; for 
faith is required as a previous disposition to 
the reception of the Sacraments, Mark. 16. 
16. He that believeth and is baptized, shall be 
saved. But he that believeth not, although he 
is baptized, shall be condemned. Faith pre- 
cedes, Baptism follows—Matt. 19. Teach 


obligation of embracing such a creed, or any } Men are to be first instructed in the doctrine 


Leager desire of enrolling myself among its . . : ‘ . 
ofediitirs ? No; ‘consdlond to myiit. of a of faith, to believe in Christ their Redeemer 


4 pre-eminence, at least in point of moral | 84 then be baptized. 
, integrity of conduct, and benevo- 


ds my fellow creatures, I‘shiould| from the Scripture. For Philip would not 


— sree think wa ake baptize the Eunuch until he first believed in 
on, or my character re- 


6. This position is confirmed by examples 


Christ, Act. 8.36. The Eunuch said: See 





mained exposed ti its malignant breath, 








here is water, what doth hinder me from being 
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baptized? But Philip said: If thou believest 
with all thy heart, thou mayest. St. Peter in 
the discourse which he made to the Jews on 
the day of Pentecost, first excited them to 
faith in Christ, and then exhorted them to re- 
ceive Baptism, Act. 2. 36.° The reason is, 
that if Baptism had been instituted for the 
purpose of exciting an act of faith, it would 
not profit infants—since they could not make 
an act of faith, im consequence of their de- 
fect of reason—this point of doctrine we shall 
illustrate hereafter. 


First Objection. 


7. The Scripture asserts, that a man is 
justified by faith: Therefore he is justified 
through the Sacraments, only in as much, as 
they excite faith which justifieth. We an- 
swer, that it does not follow, because a man 
can be justified through faith, as a previous 
disposition ; through grace, or inherent justice, 
as a formal cause: through the Sacraments, 
as instrumental causes—through Christ, as 
the cause of merit. Vide Concil, Tridentin. 
Sess. 6. cap. 7. 


Second Objection. 

8. The Apostle teaches, that Abraham was 
not justified by circumcision, which was a 
Sacramiént of the Old Testament, but by faith, 
Rom. 4°10. Therefore, in like manner we 
are not justified by the Sacraments of the 
New Testament only in as much as they ex- 
cite. Sif faith. We reply ; that in the Antece- 
dent, ‘it is merely supposed that circumcision 
excited faith in Abraham—which is false. 
For it did not excite faith in him, but was a 
seal of faith which he already possessed. For 
Abraham first believed in God, and then was 
circumcised, Gen. 15. 6, and 17. 24. In the 
next place, the consequence is not valid: be- 
cause the parity drawn between the Sacra- 
ments of the Old and New Testament is not 
correct. For, the Sacraments of the Old Law 
didnot confer grace, but those of the New Law 
do. Therefore it does not follow, that Abra- 
ham was not justified by circumcision. Con- 
sequently we are not justified by Baptism. 


Of the Effects of the Sacraments. 


9. From what has been said, it is evident 
what our sentiments arey as well as those of 
our adversaries. They assert, that the Sa- 
craments were instituted, to excite faith in 
us—whence it follows, that their effect is 
faith. This we have already refuted, because 
faith is a previous disposition. We affirm, 
that they were instituted to confer justifying 
grace—Hence it follows, that grace is the 
effect which they produce: as the Scripture 
plainly teaches, Jno. 3. 5. Unless a man be 
born again of water and the Holy Ghost, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven. Hence 
we infer, that by Baptism we are regenerat- 





ed, or born agai rhic not be effect- 
ed without justifying grace. >The ‘same is 
proved from) 
one of you, for” 
Again, Acts, 2 
tized, and wash away your sins. But sins are 
not remitted, or washed away, except by the 
infusion of justifying grace—as we shall shew 
in Chap. 16. 
[10 BE CONTINUED. | 


remission of your sins— 
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The following is an extract of a letter from a 
respectable Correspondent, and Reverend 
friend, dated St. Mary’s Seminary, Barrens, 
Missouri, Jan. 6, 1830. 

The Right Rev. Dr. Rozati found his Se- 
minary and College in a flourishing condition. 
Every one in this section of the country felt 
a filial uneasiness at his long absence. Six 
Mexican Gentlemen, five of whom had ar- 
rived here, a few days after his departure for 


the Provincial Synod in Baltimore, had long | 


and devoutly sighed for his return. T'wo of 
them were in Subdeacon’s Orders. We 
found a gentleman here from the neighbor- | ° 
hood of the Pacific Ocean who came to re- 
ceive the Sacrament of Confirmation. His 
name is Francisco Torres. 

January the first, being the Festival of the 
Circumcision of our Blessed Saviour, Right 
Rev. Dr. Rozati officiated in Pontificalibus, 
in the Church of St. Mary’s Seminary, and 
raised to the Holy Priesthood, the following 
Gentlemen— Domingo Garcia, Juan Jose 
Torres, Ramon Torres, Trinidad Valdevinos, 
Nicolas Solorzano, and Philomenos Ursua. 
The five first belong to the Diocess of Mer- 
cHoacan, the Indian name of the country in 
which the city of Valladolid is situated. That 
city, since the Mexican revolution, goes by 
the name of Morea. The sixth Gentleman 
belongs to the Order of Mercy, and was born 
in the Diocess of Guadalaxara. I state on 
the authority of the Right Rev. Dr. Reze, 
that the celebrated Prince Hohenlohe in- 
tends to visit the United States, either in the 
course of the present, or next year. It en- 
tirely depends upon the Emperor of Austria, 
without whose permission, he cannot, as a/ 
Prince of the Empire, leave his dominions. | | 
I have been informed, that the Right Rev. 
Dr. Montevilla has been consecrated Bishop 
of Monterey in Mexico. The Rev. Mr. Van- 
quickenborne has opened a College at St. 
Louis. He is associated with five clerical 
Professors. 





A CARD. 

A general meeting of the Roman Catholic 
Poor Children Society, is requested on Mon- 
day, the 8th inst. at.3 o’clock, P. M. in the 
Young Ladies School Room, at the Church. 
at. is hoped that.the members will be 
punctual in their attendance. 
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Papacon of the Christian’ Wi 
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mit, with his authority, Joel 1 
Aiso, A Reader of the 
tian Herald. 
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_ PROSPECTUS. 


2 XPOSTULATOR, 


NG CATHOLIC’S GUIDE, 


A Roman Catnotic New SPAPER, with this 
Title, will make its appearance in the City of 
Boston i in the course of the ensuing March; 
Its object will be to explain the Principles of 
the Roman Catholie Religion in a plain and 
easy style, adapted to the comprehension of 
the youth of the rising generation. 

They will be thereby enabled to acéount, 
for their Faith, and be ready to satisfyveve 
one that asketh them a reason of the hope, which” 
is in them, and thus verify the words of the . 
Royal Prophet—“ Out of the mouth of in. 
fants and of sucklings thou has perfected 
praise, because of thy enemies, that thou 
| mayest destroy the enemy and the avenger,” 
It will guard the Catholic youth against the 
misrepresentations of “ the Wicked One,” 
and his Co-operators, who, “ teaching the 
doctrines of men,” “ have-an evil heart: of 
unbelief to depart from. the living God”? and 
the Church which he sanctified unto himself 
in the confirmed power of the Holy Ghost. 

The Editor of this new and much-wanted 
Paper will endeavor to render it as piously 
interesting as instructive, and will publish ity 
weekly, on good paper. with new type. 64 

It will consist of four pages of the largest. ; 
Octavo size. é 

Terms—Only $1, 50 cents, per annum: 
to be pard in advance. 

Bc The Rey. Clergy and the Gentlemen 
who are Agents for the Jesuit, or CarHo.ic 
SENTINEL, will render a service to the youth 
of this country, by exerting themselves in 
procuring subscribers for the ExpostuLator, 
or Youne Cartuoric’s Guine. 


FOR SALE; 
AT P. MOONEY’S CATHOLIC BOOK-STORE, 
Federal Street, Boston. 


A WINTER EVENING DIALOGUE, between John 
Hardman and John Cardwell. or THouGutTs ON THE 
Rue or Fairtu, in a series of Letters, addressed to 
the Authors of ‘‘ Letters to the Clergy of the Catholic 
| Church, and more especially to the Rev. Thomas Sher- 
| burn of Kirkham, in Lancashire.”? By Joun Harp- 
MAN. 

It forms an 18mo. volume of 130 ‘pages, half bowl 
—price 25 cents, or $2 per dozen, wholesale. 

This little book which has lately appeared in the co- 
lumns of THe Jesuit, contains a fund of valuable in- 
formation The arguments are irresistible, and are pre- 
sented in so striking a light, that a Candid Reader has 
only to perase and reflect upon the various points at is- 
sue, in order to be converted to the Holy Cathglic Rei 
gion. We strongly recommend thedook to all well dispose 
ed persons, who are desirous t¢ Seek, find and embrace 
the Truth of the ‘‘ one fold*” and the “« one Pastor.” 
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